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Is the Bible
Trustworthy and Relevant
Today?

Who’s in Control?

If the Bible is reliable (see sidebar), why is
it difficult to believe that God created you on
purpose, for a purpose and that His plan is
greater than any you could design for your-
self? Maybe one reason it’s difficult to have
faith in God is because it requires admitting
that we’re not in complete control of our
lives. But whether your faith is placed in
God or in the people in the oncoming high-
way traffic, the reality is there’s very little in
life over which we have complete control.

From Psalm 139:13, “You made all the
delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me
together in my mother’s womb,” (NLT) we
know God intentionally creates each person.
He also has a plan for each person’s life. In
Jeremiah 29:11, the prophet Jeremiah relates
God’s word to His people saying, “’For I
know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord.
‘They are plans for good and not for disaster,
to give you a future and a hope.”” (NLT) God
then offers to answer His followers’ needs in
verses 12-13. “Then you will call upon me and
come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.
You will seek me and find me when you seek with
all your heart.” (NIV)

Jesus reissues that offer in Matthew 11:28-
30, “Then Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all of you
who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let
me teach you, because I am humble and gentle
at heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I
give you is light.” (NLT)

Unlike an invitation from a college, this
offer is open to everyone—regardless of
race, financial status, age or education—
and it comes with a promise. “For God loved
the world so much that he gave his one and
only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him will not perish but have eternal life.
God sent his Son into the world not to judge
the world, but to save the world through
him.”John 3:16-17 (NLT)

The only thing required to take advan-
tage of this offer is faith.

The Difference Between
Faith & Religion

Too often, the perceptions some people
have about faith become entangled with reli-
gion. Religion is a human way to describe,
define or deal with faith. Religion is not a
critical aspect of faith. Similarly, some peo-
ple have the potential to confuse religion—
rules, regulations and rituals—with faith.

The church is not a place. It's not a build-
ing. The church is not a denomination. A
church is a gathering of people who share
the faith that Jesus Christ is God’s son and
their Savior. Christians meet around the
world in homes, and in buildings large
and small, to learn about and worship
God together.

And because the church is comprised of
humans, no church is perfect. People, by
nature, fail every day. We let our temper,
our selfishness, our doubt and our pride
trip us... that’s why we need a Savior. In
Romans 3:22-24, the Apostle Paul explains
that the gift Christ offers is freedom from
and forgiveness for our faults, shortcom-
ings and sins. “We are made right with God
by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is
true for everyone who believes, no matter who
we are. For everyone has sinned; we all fall
short of God’s glorious standard. Yet God, with
undeserved kindness, declares that we are righ-
teous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he
freed us from the penalty for our sins.” (NLT)

By attendinga church that seeks to answer
questions of faith with the truths found in
the Bible, you're likely to find a place where
you can grow in your faith and relationship
with Jesus Christ. When you're there, keep
in mind that everyone is on a level playing
field, everyone has been offered the same
freedom and forgiveness. Also realize that
everyone, even those honestly searching
for truth, slip up regularly. But, thankfully,
through faith, we have hope—even assur-
ance—of a better future.



